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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

In the Claims : 

Please c^ficel claims 1-11 and enter the following new claims. 
— 12. \ An anchoring element comprising: 
a screw, 

a receiving portion for connecting the screw to a rod; 

wherein the s&rew comprises a threaded section and a head having a spherical 
segment-shaped secti&n; 

wherein the receiving portion comprises a first end, a second end opposite the 
first end, a longitudinal aids passing through the two ends, a bore coaxial with the 


